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UNIT3	Social Networks	Part III Reading

Text A	How Real Are Facebook Friendships?
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Unit3 _Social Networks I

B Esely i ber-travels, Hollander:was: surprised when Amy Minger;s desiguer
in Houston, Tesas, responded” 1o her message about the project by inviting Hollander to
stay in her home for the weekend. When Hollander arrived, Munger had to leave for an
appointment’, but she gave Hollander a set of keys and told her “to make herselF at home.”
Munger introduced Hollander to her parents and sisters. Hollander was moved by how much
personal® time Munger took 1o share her “real life” with someone who, pre-Facebook,
would not have been considered a “friend.” For her to be willing to do that, something must
have existed" between them before Hollander arrived at Munger's house.

Bl By Hollander’s estimates'”, 95% of her Facebook friends have welcomed her into
their homes and sat for a portrait”’, with 74% offering her a meal or a place to stay for the
night. She felt strange at the beginning, especially for those “friends” she had never met in
real life. Hollander found that people are sill extremely proud of where they live, wanting to
show her their favorite museums, restaurants, and parks.

1 After doing the research, she found that Facebook messaging one friend and
writing in pencil to another may be more similar ways of communicating and expressing
herself than she thought. In fat, the distinetion"” between online” and offline'* may be less
relevant” than it seems. Facebook flattens” a network'” into a similar group, compared”
0 offline interactions"", where people may share different information about themselves in
different contexts™. The separation of online interactions from “real life”, doesn’t
capture™ relationship dynamics™ in the 215t century.

(358 words)
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M Phrases and Expressions
be interested in ¥+ X8
8 Many people are merstd inchting withfiends onine

communicate with sb. 13

. You should communicate with your parents before you choose your major
setout 419, #i T

e We will st out 0 visit ur frends this weekend.

leave for TFASEL

g When will you leave for Shanghai?

make oneselfat home FUTE, K





image5.jpeg
bewilling o do sth. 15 FEfi i

Houston, Texas [Cees e

When Hollander arrived, Munger had to leave for an appointmen, but she gave Hollander a st

of keys and told her 1o make herself at home.” (Para. 2)

Hollander as moved by how much personal time Munger took to share her “real lfe” with

someone who, pre-Facebaok, would not have been considercd a “riend.” (Para. 2)
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[l Hollander found that people are sill extremely proud of where they live, wanting to show her

their favorite muscums, restaurants, and parks. (Para. 3)
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EX After doing the rescarch, she found that Facebook messaging one friend and writing in pencil
10 another may be more similar ways of communicaring and expressing herself than she thought (Pare. 4)
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AL EIT, Facchook messaging

S A B

- and wrting in pencil to another f

B Facebook flattens & network into @ similar group, compared o offine ineractions, where
people may share difeent iformation sbout themselves i diffrent contexts. (Pt 4
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B Exercises

I Read Text A and complete the following wble.

IT nswer the foitowing questions and thea discuss with your parmers
1 Why did Tanja Hollanderstar he research?
2 How did Tanja Hollander fel when she siayed in Amy Munger's home?

3 What did Tanja Holland find when she visited these online friends”

LI Fittin the blamks with the words given Below. Change the form where necessary

%
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We the cost 0 be five thousand dolfars.
There s no gencrally accepted
They can ‘with cach other even when they strongly disagree.
Tasked his name, but he didn't

shopping is both cheap and convenient.
1 ried googling, but couldn't find any information.
The company has. 90% of the market,
How docs your new house.

of success.

10 your o1d one?

1V dd-able. (el or -like 0 the following words to form new words and give the corresponding
Clinese meanings of the new words

e —
fonan

ide

on bk

ot

e aid

BAEUF:
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For the past few years,

' Tanja Hollander has been interested in the
efinition’ of friendship in the modern age. I found some of my Facebook friends whom
1°d never met and a few I wasn’t speaking to in real life.” Hollander said. “1 comn

h them, but am 1 really friends with all of them?” So, she decided o use the only tool

she knew — a film camora — and sot out to visit all 626 of her Facobook “fricnds” at their

homes to take formal’ pictures of them




